Recovery from sensorineural deafness in Wegener's granulomatosis.
Wegener's granulomatosis may present with deafness or other aural symptoms. This report describes two patients with histological evidence of Wegener's granulomatosis who developed reversible sensorineural hearing loss during the course of their illness. The first patient showed complete recovery of a sensorineural hearing loss averaging 50 dB after ten months treatment with cyclophosphamide and high-dose prednisolone. The second patient, who was on maintenance haemodialysis, achieved a 40 dB improvement in sensorineural hearing loss within two weeks of adding cyclophosphamide to pre-existing corticosteroid therapy. These findings suggest that the prognosis of sensorineural hearing loss in Wegener's granulomatosis can be improved with suppression of the vasculitic process by early treatment with combined cytotoxic-immunosuppressive therapy.